AFTER   EVEREST
medical, or educational purposes—I strongly advise him
or her to spend an initial year studying the language
thoroughly, learning the local idiom and manner of thought,
comparing it if possible with that of other districts in
the same part of the country, and, for this purpose, com-
pletely neglecting (if it can be managed or arranged) his
or her job. In the end it will be found that the job will
be done better, that the work will be more enjoyable, that
he will not be exposed to trickery and leg-pulling, and
that his life will count for far more among people who
are understood and friendly, than could ever have been
the case had it just been a question of " doing a job "
with no particular reference to the people of the country.
After all, many of them have got to do his job for him,
or, at least, to give support without which the work will
be a failure. East is East and West is West, and the
twain can and do meet; but only on terms of friendship,
mutual trust, and mutual understanding.
The fact that East and West too often find that the
twain can never meet is largely due to the fact that the
West usually refuses to take the trouble to get to know the
language, thought, and life of the East. Most Britishers
in India have yet to find out that they are misunderstand-
ing Indians far more deeply and more frequently than
Indians misunderstand them. A great deal of this can be
avoided if we but take the trouble to study language, read
literature, and generally try to put ourselves in the position
of the Indians amongst whom we are living. The longer
I remain in India, the more often do I find how unreason-
able we Britishers—myself included—are in our judgment
of Indians. They have their faults—but so have we.
Their faults lie in different directions from ours, but human
nature is approximately the same the whole world over.
It differs only because environment, custom, religion, and
history differ in one nation from another. Only put your-
self in the position of the other man—and you will as often
as not discover that you would think and do much as
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